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Press Alert: 20 September 2010 
 

DA Miscalculates Reduction in Khayelitsha Crime 
 
1. On Monday 13 September 2010 the Social Justice Coalition (SJC) sent a letter to Dianne Kohler 

Barnard MP (DA shadow minister of Police), copied to Helen Zille (Leader of the DA and Premier 
of the Western Cape).  In this letter (attached as annexure A) the SJC explained that what 
appeared to be an error in calculation had been made in a widely circulated DA statement dated 
29 August 2010, in which Kohler Barnard claimed that crime in Khayelitsha had declined by 70% 
over five years. We illustrated that this decline was in fact 24% over 5 years.  Moreover, if one 
uses the latest police statistics, the reduction in crime in the area has decreased to 17% since 
2003/2004.   

 
2. The SJC intended for the correspondence to remain private, as we wanted to present Kohler 

Barnard and the DA with sufficient opportunity to retract their statement in an appropriate 
manner.     On Wednesday 15 September 2010 Kohler Barnard responded, and acknowledged 
that a mistake had been made, and that “the correct figure is a 24% reduction in crime in 
Khayelitsha, and a correction will be posted on our website, as well as with the press” (see 
annexure B).  

 
3. On Friday 17 September 2010, the DA made an effort to issue a correction in a manner we find to 

be wholly inadequate and evasive.  In an email received from DA Parliamentary Chief Operations 
Officer Ross Van Der Linde (See annexure C), we were informed that the DA would not issue a 
full statement on their website, but instead add a correction to the original statement of 29 August 
located in their archives1.  In addition, correspondence with the press would be limited to a 
“correction” sent only to the Cape Times, as Van Der linde claimed it was “the only newspaper to 
run this story”. A brisk internet search shows that the story was covered by numerous local and 
national news sources including the Cape Argus2, Business Day3, iol4, Politicsweb5, Eyewitness 
Radio News6 (servicing 567 Cape Talk and 702 Talk Radio), iafrica news7, The Times8, 
Legalbrief9 and SAPA.  The statement was discussed on various radio stations, and was also 
distributed on various DA mailing lists.     

                                                 
1
 http://www.da.org.za/newsroom.htm?action=view-news-item&id=8633 

2
http://www.capeargus.co.za/?fSectionId=3571&fArticleId=vn20100831064134267C765962&utm_source=timessaguardian.com&utm_medium=web&utm_campaig

n=AFL_TrafficShare 
3
 http://www.businessday.co.za/articles/Content.aspx?id=119969 

4
 http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=6&art_id=vn20100831064134267C765962 

5
 http://www.politicsweb.co.za/politicsweb/view/politicsweb/en/page71654?oid=195728&sn=Detail&pid=71616 

6
 http://www.eyewitnessnews.co.za/articleprog.aspx?id=47323 

7
 http://news.iafrica.com/politics/news/660066.html 

8
 http://www.timeslive.co.za/local/article638000.ece/6841 

9
 http://www.legalbrief.co.za/article.php?story=20100901080705681 

 

http://www.capeargus.co.za/?fSectionId=3571&fArticleId=vn20100831064134267C765962&utm_source=timessaguardian.com&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=AFL_TrafficShare
http://www.capeargus.co.za/?fSectionId=3571&fArticleId=vn20100831064134267C765962&utm_source=timessaguardian.com&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=AFL_TrafficShare
http://www.businessday.co.za/articles/Content.aspx?id=119969
http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=6&art_id=vn20100831064134267C765962
http://www.politicsweb.co.za/politicsweb/view/politicsweb/en/page71654?oid=195728&sn=Detail&pid=71616
http://www.eyewitnessnews.co.za/articleprog.aspx?id=47323
http://news.iafrica.com/politics/news/660066.html
http://www.timeslive.co.za/local/article638000.ece/6841
http://www.legalbrief.co.za/article.php?story=20100901080705681


 
4. As the original statement was widely disseminated and discussed, it is important for the nature of 

the error and the correct information to be circulated widely. The nature and seriousness of the 
challenges presented by crime renders such information very much in the public interest. 

 
5. On Wednesday 15 September 2010 four of the nine suspects accused of raping and murdering 

Zoliswa Nkonyana escaped from Khayelitsha Magistrate Court.  This trial – which the SJC, TAC, 
Free Gender and other organisations have been following closely for years– has been postponed 
more than 25 times since 2006.  This failure to deliver justice is unfortunately not an isolated 
incident, but common for those forced to make use of the overburdened and under-resourced 
Khayelitsha police Services and courts.  Crime – both violent and property related – in areas like 
Khayelitsha continues to affect residents more so than in any other part of the Western Cape. 
People are assaulted, robbed, raped, and murdered daily conducting tasks that many people 
living outside of informal settlements take for granted, like using toilet or accessing transport to 
work.  Justice in areas such as these has become a privilege, not a right.  The nature of this crisis 
requires that members of the public and policy makers alike have an accurate perception of the 
scope of the problem, if we are to succeed in ensuring that progress is made.                

 

[ENDS] 
 
 

 
 



Annexure A (Letter from SJC to Dianne Kohler Barnard – 13 September 2010) 
 

13 September 2010 

 
Att:  Ms. Diane Kohler Barnard MP 
 Shadow Minister of Police, Democratic Alliance 
 
Cc: Ms. Helen Zille 

Leader, Democratic Alliance / Premier, Western Cape 

 
Error in Calculating Reduction in Khayelitsha Crime 

 
Dear Ms. Kohler Barnard, 

 
1. The Social Justice Coalition (SJC) is a grassroots membership based organisation located in 

Khayelitsha.  Our primary campaign focuses on ensuring that all people in South Africa have 

their constitutional right to safety and security upheld.   

 
2. On 29 August 2010 the Democratic Alliance (DA) released a press statement in which you – in 

your capacity as Shadow Minister of Police - claimed that there had been a “70% drop” in 

crime in Khayelitsha over 5 years”10.  You noted that “16 648 criminal incidents were reported 

in Khayelitsha in 2003/2004, but in 2008/2009, that number plummeted to 5 046”.  While such 

a reduction would be a significant achievement, it has come to our attention that this 

calculation is incorrect, and seriously exaggerates progress in an area still plagued by crime.  

 
3. It appears that an error in calculation occurred due to a failure to incorporate statistics from 

Harare11 and Lingelethu-West12 Police stations – two additional stations that are located in and 

serve Khayelitsha, but were only opened in 2004/200513 - a year later than that which you 

have used as a base-year in your analysis.  This of course resulted in reported cases being 

distributed amongst three stations from 2004 onwards rather than one, which considerably 

lessened the burden of cases on Khayelitsha (Site B) police station.   It seems that your 

calculation took the total number of cases in 2003/2004 when there was only one police 

station (Khayelitsha Police Station14) serving the entire area, and compared it to the 

2008/2009 statistics from that same station, neglecting cases from Harare and Lingelethu-

West despite these stations today accounting for the majority of interpersonal violent crime in 

Khayelitsha15.  This not only fails to provide an accurate gauge of the overall decrease in crime 

in broader Khayelitsha, but also the area covered by Khayelitsha Site B police station.      

                                                 
10 http://www.da.org.za/newsroom.htm?action=view-news-item&id=8633 
11 http://www.saps.gov.za/statistics/reports/crimestats/2010/provinces/w_cape/pdf/harare.pdf 
12 http://www.saps.gov.za/statistics/reports/crimestats/2010/provinces/w_cape/pdf/lingelethuwest.pdf 
13 See Cape Argus article (9 August 2004) in addendum 
14 http://www.saps.gov.za/statistics/reports/crimestats/2010/provinces/w_cape/pdf/khayelitsha.pdf 
15 In 2008/2009 Khayelitsha Station reported 121 murders, Lingelethu West 43 murders, and Harare 119 murders.  Similar trends are 
evident for sexual crimes, attempted murder, common assault, and assault with intent to inflict grievous bodily harm (GBH). 



 
4. If the total number of cases from all three stations covering Khayelitsha in 2008/2009 are 

combined, the total comes to 12 665 cases (see below table) resulting in a decrease in five 

years of 23.92%, not 70% as claimed. Moreover, factoring in the statistics for 2009/2010 which 

show that total crime in Khayelitsha has increased, this decline is further reduced to 17.26% 

since 2003/2004. 

 

 2003/2004 2008/2009 2009/2010 

Khayelitsha 16648 5046 5370 

Lingelethu West 0 2650 3010 

Harare 0 4969 5395 

TOTAL: 16648 12665 13775 

% change from 03/04   23.92% (-) 17.26% (-)  

Crime in Khayelitsha (SAPS) 

 
 

5. This miscalculation is especially problematic for a number of reasons. Most importantly, 

Khayelitsha – as one of the Western Cape’s most impoverished urban areas – bears a 

considerable and disproportionate burden of violent crime (and quite possibly property related 

crime).  This is of course not only the case for Khayelitsha, but any densely populated urban 

area containing vast and historically under developed informal settlements.  There are no 

quick wins in the fight against crime, particularly in areas such as these.  We therefore fully 

agree with you when you say that pragmatic responses are needed to combat crime including 

coordinated projects with government and civil society, and improvements to infrastructure and 

access to basic services (such as lighting, roads, and access to toilets) which can have a 

considerable affect on one’s safety.  But in order to successfully do this, we need to be 

realistic about the challenges and acknowledge the pervasiveness of crime in these areas.  An 

accurate portrayal of the distribution and evolution of crime is crucial both for the public and 

policy makers alike.     

 

6. We request that you please issue a correction to your 29 August 2010 statement. We ask that 

you do so by 15 September 2010. This should in no way undermine the commendable work 

done by the City and VPUU, which appears to be delivering tangible results in crime reduction 

 
7. Thank you for considering our request.  

Sincerely,  
 
 

Gavin Silber 
Coordinator 
Social Justice Coalition 



 
 

TOTAL: 

5046 

TOTAL: 

16648 



    



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annexure B (Letter from Dianne Kohler Barnard to SJC – 15 September 2010) 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Annexure C (Letter from Ross Van Der Linde to SJC – 17 September 2010) 

 
 

Fri 2010/09/17 05:38 PM 

From: Ross Van Der Linde 

To: Gavin Silber 

Cc: Dianne Kohler Barnard 

Cc: Mireille Wenger 

 

Dear Mr Silber 

 

I believe you have been speaking to Mireille about the error in our crime statistics statement on August 29th. 

  

I just wanted to update you that we have posted a correction on our website – the corrected statement is 

available here – and that a correction has been sent to the Cape Times, which ran the story on August 31st. 

According to our records, this was the only newspaper to run this story. The correction sets out what happened, 

makes is clear that an error was made, and apologises unambiguously; it is essentially the same as the 

correction in the website link above, though I can send you a copy if you wish.  

 

I would imagine it will, in any case, be appearing during the course of the next week. 

 

To the best of our knowledge, this issue has never been raised in the National Assembly. We have done a 

thorough search of parliamentary speeches, member’s statements and other statements that might have been 

made there, and have not established any instances in which the issue or figure were mentioned. In the 

circumstances, I hope you understand that we do not see it as necessary to read a correction to Parliament. 

 

Thank you for bringing this error to our attention. We do make a very concerted effort to get all of the 

information in our statements correct, and the mistake is regrettable, but it is important to set the record straight. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Ross van der Linde  
Democratic Alliance 
Chief Operations Officer: Parliament 
Marks Building Office 331 
t. 021 403 3575 | f. 086 572 6118 | c. 076 543 7254  
rossv@da.org.za | www.da.org.za 

  

http://www.da.org.za/newsroom.htm?action=view-news-item&id=8633
mailto:rossv@da.org.za
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